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European and External Relations Committee 

The EU referendum and its implications for Scotland 

Written submission from Anjo Abelaira 

I have been made aware today that the European and External Relations Committee 
has issued a call for evidence regarding the potential implications for Scotland of the 
Brexit result, and that you welcome case studies which illustrate the impact that the 
UK vote to leave the EU could potentially have on Scotland and EU citizens in 
Scotland. 

My household has been particularly affected by the uncertainty which has followed 
the result of the Brexit referendum. 

As the owner of a small importer/exporter and online retailer selling Scottish, Irish 
and Welsh sports clothing and gifts to mainly the EU and North America, the 
instability and unpredictability over GBP exchange rates as markets react to the 
make-up-as-you-go Brexit proposals brings unnecessary strain to the overall 
management of the company. In the interests of the business, I have lately started to 
consider a potential relocation of the company to Ireland should Scotland finds itself 
eventually taken out of the EU. For the type of international trade that my company 
carries out, EU and EUR membership would make business life much easier. In 
addition, shopping experience, which is key for many online retailers, must be 
considered. Leaving aside potential post-Brexit tariffs or customs issues which my 
EU clients could potentially have to bear, I am increasingly convinced that many of 
my customers will feel more comfortable giving their money to a retailer based in the 
EU, rather than to a retailer based in a country which should we say is no longer at 
the height of its popularity on the word stage. 

As a husband, I am witnessing and experiencing the impact of the Brexit vote on the 
professional and personal life of my wife. She is a key member of staff at a leading 
policy research organisation which provides influential advice to national and 
regional governments across the EU. In a steady though discreet reaction to the 
Brexit vote, her employer has already started a pre-emptive relocation process as 
being based in the UK is considered to be damaging their business and funding 
prospects. She will soon be facing the choice of either moving abroad, away from 
her family from Monday to Friday, with the additional expense of airplane commuting 
and having to rent a property abroad; or stay in Scotland with her family, for which 
she will have to let go her much loved employment, connections, and friends which 
have fulfilled her live over the past decade. As a husband, I witness and share the 
stress imposed upon someone whose life has been dramatically changed by a 
decision not chosen by herself or by her surroundings. 

As a father, I am concerned about the future of my three Scottish children. First, I 
have a real concern that within one or two decades the UK economy will not be as 
strong as the rest of most of their neighbouring countries in western and northern 
Europe. I fear my children's opportunities in life may not be as good as they could 
have been should their parents' chose to remain in Brexit UK. Second, the open and 
welcoming UK that I felt in love with and I thought I knew seems now like is a thing of 
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the past. Some of the unwelcoming language towards EU nationals which has been 
common Down South since the the Brexit campaign seems to be permeating parts of 
the press, politics, and society in Scotland. In our village a person of EU origin has 
recently been told to go "back home". Being the other non-British person living in the 
area, one wonders when are my Scottish children going to be witness or recipients of 
abuse, how long will I be able to protect them from being singled out because of their 
surname or their dad's accent. This, which had never been an issue before, has 
started to be a real concern since the Brexit referendum and has led me to seriously 
consider if such is the society or the type of country where I would like my children to 
grow up in.  

Finally, another concern I would like to convey comes as founder and key developer 
of Lowther Hills, south of Scotland's only ski centre and Scotland's community-
owned ski centre. The reason I decided to move from the Alps to Scotland a couple 
of decades ago was the potential to create a new ski area in an part of Europe which 
was still underdeveloped in terms of winter sports facilities. The welcoming character 
of the people and the ethics of the Scottish nation as a whole persuaded me to make 
Scotland my home. After a few years of research and planning, Lowther Hills is now 
becoming a reality but still depends largely on myself as the driving force and it will 
take a few more years until the right people with the right skills can take over and 
ensure the continuity of the project. The consequences of the Brexit referendum for 
my different business interests and my family have already obliged me to divert my 
priorities and time away from Lowther Hills, thus slowing down the progress of the 
development. I fear that the project could come to a halt, decline and disappear if me 
and my family ever took the decision to move away in the event of Scotland leaving 
the EU. Lowther Hills suffered a comparable fate in the 1980s when the chairman 
and driving force of the Leadhills Ski Club passed away unexpectedly and nobody 
with the tenacity and right skills was able to take over and pursue the ambitious 
plans for the ski centre. 

In summary, Scotland is my chosen home and the place where I see myself living my 
life and ending my days. However, whilst a few decades ago hard borders, different 
currencies, visas and trade barriers were standard across Europe, today's globalised 
world creates different opportunities and expectations. 

England has been a competent nation throughout history. As the UK's driving force, I 
expect their project for the new UK to be relatively successful. However, my 
household has a real concern that the post-Brexit UK will not be in the long term as 
economically successful as its western and northern European neighbours. I am also 
extremely doubtful about the attractiveness of the society that may come out of an 
insular UK after Brexit. 

I fear I may have to face a choice between where I would like to live, and where I 
may have to live if the interests of my business and my family are to be put first. 
Having lost my faith in the prospect of a life in Brexit UK, I feel my household's only 
hope is for Scotland to remain as a member of the European family as an EU nation. 


